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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action of March ^2, 2002, please amend the application as 

follows: 

Cancel claims 4, 8, 12 and 16-20 wi0iout prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter 
therein. Amend claims 1 and 2 as follows: 


5Jk>£>^Claim 1 A system for stiffening and securing adj 
a band having a length of at least the distance sp 


acer 


it joists comprising: 
three [two] joists, 

the band[s] configured to rest upon and be secijr'ed to a top edge surface of the at least 
three [two] joists, 

at least two [one] truss members secured Ao an underside of the band by any one of 
* \\ welding, clips and adhesives so as to lie belweeryflie joists and with each truss extending between 
* ■Vj^Y vr * W0 j°i sts anc * with the at least two 4ntsfr members aligned along the band, 

the at least two [one] truss members gach having vertical sides members, 
the at least two [one] truss members each having a length equal to a spacing between 
joists so that when the bands are secured to a top side of the at least three [two] joists, the side 
members of each truss member abut sides of [the at least] two joists to hold the at least three 
[two] joists in a vertical orientation at a specified distance between the at least three [two] joists. 


